
CAREER PATHS IN 
LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY, 
CORRECTIONS, AND 
SECURITY 

4-YEAR OR MORE
COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR 
EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE 
First-Line Supervisor/ 

Manager of 
Police & Detectives 

$53.30 
Lawyer 

$63.39 

Detective & 
Criminal Investigator 

$41.78 
Probation Officer & 

Correctional Treatment 
Specialist
$38.93

1-2 YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE
Police & Sheriff’s 
Patrol Officers 

$41.21 
Paralegal & Legal Assistant 

$30.53 

Emergency 
Medical Technician 
(EMT) & Paramedic 

$18.74

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
OR EQUIVALENT 

First-Line Supervisor/ 
Manager of Fire Fighting & 

Prevention Workers 
$41.50 

Fire Fighter 
$17.12

Correctional Officer 
& Jailer 
$29.18

Public Safety 
Telecommunicator

$30.82
Security Guard 

$19.71 
Legal Secretary 

$30.77 

These jobs are in demand in Central 
Minnesota and these are Central Minnesota 

median wages. Data collected from Department 
of Employment and Economic Development.

WHY CHOOSE A CAREER IN 
LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY, 

CORRECTIONS, AND SECURITY 
Do you like the idea of protecting people? Can you work 
in the face of danger? Do you want to help people figure 
out the legal system? A career in Law, Public Safety, 
Corrections, and Security is a good match for someone 
that is up for a physical and mental challenge. 

September 2025  



4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE
AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE

First-Line Supervisor/ Manager of Police & Detectives $53.30 Directly supervise and 
coordinate activities of members of police force. 

Lawyer $63.39 Represent clients in criminal and civil litigation and other legal proceedings, 
draw up legal documents, or manage or advise clients on legal transactions. May specialize 
in a single area or may practice broadly in many areas of law. 

Detective & Criminal Investigator $41.78 Conduct investigations related to suspected 
violations of Federal, State, or local laws to prevent or solve crimes. 

Probation Officer & Correctional Treatment Specialist  $38.93 Provide social services 
to assist in rehabilitation of law offenders in custody or on probation or parole. Make 
recommendations for actions involving formulation of rehabilitation plan and treatment of 
offender, including conditional release and education and employment stipulations.  

CAREER PATHS IN 
LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY, 

CORRECTIONS, AND 
SECURITY 

1-2 YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE
Police & Sheriff’s Patrol Officers $41.21 
Maintain order and protect life and property by 
enforcing local, tribal, State, or Federal laws 
and ordinances. Perform a combination of the 
following duties: patrol a specific area; direct 
traffic; issue traffic summonses; investigate 
accidents; apprehend and arrest suspects, or 
serve legal processes of courts. 

Paralegal & Legal Assistant $30.53 Assist 
lawyers by investigating facts, preparing legal 
documents, or researching legal precedent. 
Conduct research to support a legal 
proceeding, to formulate a defense, or to 
initiate legal action. 

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) & 
Paramedic $18.74 Assess injuries, administer 
emergency medical care, and extricate 
trapped individuals. Transport injured or sick 
persons to medical facilities. 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR EQUIVALENT 
First-Line Supervisor/ Manager of 
Fire Fighting & Prevention 
Workers $41.50 Directly supervise 
and coordinate activities of workers 
engaged in fire fighting and fire 
prevention and control. 

Fire Fighter $117.12 Control and 
extinguish fires or respond to 
emergency situations where life, 
property, or the environment is at risk. 
Duties may include fire prevention, 
emergency medical service, 
hazardous material response, search 
and rescue, and disaster assistance. 

Correctional Officers and Jailers 
$29.18 Guard inmates in penal or 
rehabilitative institutions in accordance 
with established regulations and 
procedures. May guard prisoners in 
transit between jail, courtroom, prison, 
or other point. Includes deputy sheriffs 
and police who spend the majority of 
their time guarding prisoners in 
correctional institutions. 

Public Safety Telecommunicator
$30.82 Operate radio, telephone, or 
computer equipment at emergency 
response centers. Receive reports 
from the public of crimes, 
disturbances, fires, and medical or 
police emergencies. Relay information 
to law enforcement and emergency 
response personnel. May maintain 
contact with caller until responders 
arrive. 

Security Guard $19.71 Guard, patrol, 
or monitor premises to prevent theft, 
violence, or infractions of rules. May 
operate x-ray and metal detector 
equipment. 

Legal Secretary $30.77 Perform 
secretarial duties using legal 
terminology, procedures, and 
documents. Prepare legal papers and 
correspondence, such as 
summonses, complaints, motions, 
and subpoenas. May also assist with 
legal research. 


	Career-Pathways-Transportation-Flyer_February2023StatewideO.pdf
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	$34.78
	$46.96
	$19.65
	$24.85
	$27.53
	$23.39
	$16.56
	$19.40
	$23.42
	$19.94

	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	TRANSPORTATION, STORAGE, & DISTRIBUTION

	LESS THAN 2 MONTHS CREDENTIAL/LICENSURE
	BUS & TRUCK MECHANIC & DIESEL ENGINE
	BUS DRIVER TRANSIT &
	HEAVY & TRACTOR TRAILER TRUCK DRIVER $23.42 Drive a
	POLICE, FIRE, & AMBULANCE DISPATCHER $27.53

	HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED AND/OR EXPERIENCE/ ON-THE-JOB TRAINING
	FIRST-LINE TRANSPORTATION SUPERVISOR $29.39
	INDUSTRIAL TRUCK OR TRACTOR OPERATOR $19.94
	LABORER & FREIGHT, STOCK, & MATERIAL MOVER $16.56


	Career-Pathways-Retail-Flyer_February2023StatewideO.pdf
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	$64.19
	$54.84
	$58.06
	$38.19
	$31.44
	$20.02
	$17.72
	$11.72
	$13.37
	$12.38
	$13.80

	WHY CHOOSE A CAREER IN RETAIL SERVICES?
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	SOME COLLEGE OR
	HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR EQUIVALENT
	LESS THAN HIGH SCHOOL

	Career-Pathways-Manufacturing-Flyer_September2022StatewideO.pdf
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	$43.41
	$42.36
	$40.17
	$29.90
	$24.80
	$24.34
	$30.58
	$16.73
	$21.65

	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	1-2-YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE (OR CREDENTIAL)
	ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN $29.90

	HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED / ON-THE-JOB TRAINING
	FIRST-LINE SUPERVISOR/MANAGER OF PRODUCTION AND OPERATING WORKERS $30.58
	WELDER, CUTTER, SOLDERER, AND BRAZER


	Career-Pathways-LawCareer-Flyer_February2023StatewideO.pdf
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	$44.86
	$42.58
	$34.32
	$32.80
	$31.88
	$19.29
	$20.87
	$35.35
	$15.06
	$26.72
	$26.30
	$18.81
	$15.31

	WHY CHOOSE A CAREER IN LAW, PUBLIC SAFETY, CORRECTIONS, AND SECURITY
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	1-2 YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE
	HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR EQUIVALENT

	Career-Pathways-Information Technology_February2023StatewideO.pdf
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	$67.79
	$39.72
	$44.03
	$40.26
	$29.16
	$26.30
	$19.81
	$21.68

	1-2 YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE (OR CREDENTIAL)
	HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED / ON-THE-JOB-TRAINING

	Career-pathwaysHumanServicesSTatewide.pdf
	Combined-flyers-2021 17.pdf
	Combined-flyers-2021 18.pdf

	Career-Pathways-Hospitality-Flyer_February2023StatewideO.pdf
	Career-Pathways-Health_Care-Flyer_sept2022StatewideO.pdf
	MASTER’S DEGREE
	$56.52
	$56.34
	$27.04
	$49.05
	$23.12
	$32.60
	$38.12
	$28.63
	$22.93
	$19.79
	$16.54
	$18.54
	$18.00

	MASTER’S DEGREE
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE* OR POSTSECONDARY NON-DEGREE AWARD**
	RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGIST* $32.60
	REGISTERED NURSE* $38.12 Assess
	SURGICAL TECHNOLOGIST* $28.63
	LICENSED PRACTICAL AND LICENSED VOCATIONAL NURSE** $22.93 Care

	HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED / ON-THE-JOB TRAINING

	Career-Pathways-Gov'tPublicAdmin-Flyer_February2023tatewideO.pdf
	Provided for you by the Minnesota Rural Career Counseling Coordinators (RC3 Grant)
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

	Career-Pathways-Education-Flyer_February2023StatewideO.pdf
	DOCTORAL OR MASTER’S DEGREE
	$41.40
	$52.22
	$27.06
	$36.14
	$30.24
	$30.12
	$29.73

	ON-THE-JOB TRAINING
	$22.93
	$19.72
	$17.39
	$15.99
	$15.35

	DOCTORAL OR MASTER’S DEGREE
	Speech-Language Pathologist

	4-YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE
	Special Education Teacher – Kindergarten

	ASSOCIATE’S DEGREE OR CERTIFICATE

	Career-Pathways-Construction-Flyer_February2023StatewideO.pdf
	4-YEAR
	WHY CHOOSE A CAREER IN CONSTRUCTION?
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR
	ARCHITECTURAL & ENGINEERING MANAGER $67.49

	1-2 YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE OR APPRENTICESHIP
	CARPENTER $24.66
	ELECTRICIAN $34.85
	HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION MECHANIC AND
	PLUMBER, PIPEFITTER, & STEAMFITTER

	HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED AND/ OR EXPERIENCE
	CONSTRUCTION WORKER SUPERVISOR $35.50 Direct
	CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
	CONSTRUCTION LABORER $24.05
	CEMENT MASON / CONCRETE
	HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE
	PAINTER, CONSTRUCTION, & MAINTENANCE $23.94 Paints


	Career-Pathways-Business-Flyer_September2022StatewideO.pdf
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	$32.46
	$67.79
	$44.03
	$59.40
	$53.88
	$33.16
	$31.18
	$21.43
	$26.92
	$28.97
	$35.30
	$19.72
	$20.50
	$20.02
	$14.57

	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	Human Resources Manager $53.88

	SOME COLLEGE OR 1-2 YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE
	Bookkeeping, Accounting, and Auditing Clerk
	Executive Secretary and Executive Administrative

	HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR EQUIVALENT

	Career-Pathways-ArtsAudioVisualTechComm-Flyer_November2023StatewideO.pdf
	Career-Pathways-Agriculture-Flyer_Sept2022StatewideO.pdf
	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	$20.04
	$44.39
	$23.79
	$24.85
	$21.62
	$22.41
	$23.42
	$30.10
	$15.69
	$14.44
	$17.40

	WHY CHOOSE A CAREER IN AG?
	www.careeronestop.org/Videos/CareerVideos/career-videos.aspx

	4-YEAR OR MORE COLLEGE DEGREE AND/OR EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE
	Biological Technicians $23.79

	1-2 YEAR COLLEGE DEGREE (OR CREDENTIAL)
	HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED AND/ OR EXPERIENCE
	Supervisors of Farming, Fishing, and Forestry Workers





